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2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 


. sheets, including this cover sheet 


□ This r^ort is also accon:q)anied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instractions under the PCT). 


These annexes consist of a total of. 


sheets. 


3. This report contains indications relating to tiie following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement imder Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial aj^licability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 


1. With regard to the elements of tiie international application:^ 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 


□ 


pages 


, filed with the letter of 


, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 


I I the claims: 

pages 

pages 


, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
^ , filed with the demand 


filed with the letter of 


I I the drawings: 


pages 


, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 


the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 


, , filed with the letter of 


. , filed with the letter of 


, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 


2. With regard to the language, aU the elements marked above were available or furnished to tins Authority in tiie language in which 
the mtemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated xmder this item. — © 
These elements were available or fiunished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ 

the language of a translation fiunished for the purposes of international search (imder Rule 23, 1(b)). 
I — I the language of publication of the international s^piication (imder Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 

the language of the translation fimiished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international appUcation. the international 
prelmunaiyexammation was carried out on the basis ofthe sequence listing- ua"""*" 

□ contained in the international application in written fomi. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 

□ fimiished subsequently to this Au&ority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

n The statement that the subsequentiy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in tiie 
international application as filed has been furnished, 

EU The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence Usting has 
been furnished 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. _^ 

the drawings, sheets/fig 


5. n 7^ ^ established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

♦ Replacement sheets which have been Jumished to the receiving Office vi response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
^ 7VI7) originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: WO 00/63400 A (The Samuel Roberts Noble 
Foundation) , 26 October 2000 

Document 2: Tatsuo Akai et al., "Takou-shitsu ceramic 
board ni yoru shokubutsu saibaihou, " SHITA 
Rep., no. 14, pages 34-47 (1998) 

(1) Claims 1 to 13- 

The invention described in claims 1 to 13 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 
2 cited in the international search report . 

Document 1 discloses a feature wherein a plant 
cultivated in a pot containing soil is transformed using 
an in planta method of immersing the plant in a carrier 
solution holding a gene for the transformation, and a 
feature wherein if soil seems likely to fall out of the 
pot when it is being immersed, the pot is wrapped in 
fabric or the like in order to prevent the soil from 
falling out. Document 2 discloses a method for cultivating 
a plant wherein water and nutrients are provided to the 
surface of a microporous material in which seeds are 
germinated and grovm. 

The invention disclosed in document 1 addresses the 
problem of soil falling out of a pot, and applying the 
non-soil cultivation method disclosed in document 2 as a 
FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 


Claims 1-15 YES 

Claims NO 

Claims 

Claims 1-15 NO 

Claims I-IS yES 

Claims NO 
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means of solving said problem instead of holding loose 
soil in place with fabric or the like is not recognized as 
presenting any particular difficulty. Moreover, a person 
skilled in the art could easily predict the effect of 
doing so in the light of the disclosures in documents 1 
and 2 . 

(2) Claims 14 and 15 

The invention described in claims 14 and 15 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 
2 cited in the international search report. 

As discussed in item (1) , a person skilled in the 
art could easily conceive of applying the non-soil 
cultivation method disclosed in document 2 to the in 
planta method disclosed in document 1, and thus, applying 
said non-soil cultivation method during a selection stage, 
for plant transformation also falls within the range of 
features of which a person skilled in the art could easily 
conceive. Moreover, a person skilled in the art could 
easily predict the effect of doing so in the light of the 
disclosures in documents 1 and 2 . 


FomiPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 


